
2026 Junior Beefmaster Association 
Rule Changes 

 

Bred and Owned:  

• Ownership Revision: Calves born on or after September 1, 2025, must 

maintain continuous ownership by the JBBA member to qualify as a 

bred and owned animal. 

• Bred and Owned Embryos: Embryos must be recorded and time 

stamped through the BBU Registry Platform by the JBBA member 

before the record of sale of the donor dam to qualify as a bred and 

owned animal. (Purchased embryos/flushes are not considered 

eligible for Bred and Owned status. Calves out of females that were 

purchased as bred are not eligible for Bred and Owned status.) 

o For those that this may apply to, embryos that are currently 

stored and the dam is no longer in the JBBA members name 

those embryos must be recorded before March 15th , 2026 into 

the BBU Registry Platform.  

• Traveling Trophy: The exhibitor of the Champion Bred and Owned 

Heifer shall be awarded the Bred and Owned Traveling Trophy for the 

year. The current winner must have their name and year of winning 

engraved on the trophy’s plate before returning it. The trophy must 

be returned to the following year’s JBBA National Show. If the 



exhibitor cannot attend, the trophy must be returned to the JBBA 

office no later than July 1st. A JBBA member may retire the traveling 

trophy after exhibiting the Champion Bred and Owned Heifer three 

(3) times during their JBBA career. Upon retirement, the trophy 

becomes the permanent property of that member. Once a member 

retires a trophy, they may retire an additional trophy in the future. 

However, they must again exhibit the Champion Bred and Owned 

Heifer three (3) times to qualify for each subsequent retirement 

E6/Advancer:  

• All E6/Advancer calves must be DNA Tested and be parent verified 

back to the Purebred Beefmaster parent prior to the National Show or 

any JBBA Approved Show. (E6/Advancer DNA requirement is only 

applicable to show cattle only) 

o Calves 90 days old or younger must have a performance 

number and have DNA pending in the BBU Office before the 

National Show check-in. 

• Divisions: Up to 3 divisions will be added to this show 

Bull Show  

• Maximum age that a Bull may show is 24 months of age as of July 1st 

of the current year of the show. 

• Bulls 12 months of age and older are required to have a nose ring. 

(No bulls older than July 1st of the given year) 



 

 

Pair Show 

• All cows participating in the pair show must be in milk production 

(wet) and calves must still be nursing at the time of show. 

 

Cattle Release Times:  

• Rules for release set by the host facility will take precedence over 

the following cattle release rules set by JBBA. 

• Pair show, Bull show, and E6/Advancer show days: Animals 

exhibited can leave 1 hour after the conclusion of the last show of 

said day except for bred and owned females that must remain in 

place. 

• National Owned Show Day: Animals may be released 1 hour after the 

conclusion of their division except for grand and reserve division 

champions which must remain in place until 1 hour after the conclusion 

of the champion drive  

• Protests: Protests on animals not advancing out of their division must 

be made before the 1-hour release time of said animal  

• Animals that leave before their release time are subject to 

forfeiture of all winnings for said animal as well as exhibitors' other 

winnings. 



Ultrasound Contest:  

• The Ultrasound Contest will be eliminated from the National show  

Professional Development:  

• The intermediate division will be added to the contest at the JBBA 

National Show and Convention 

• Add in-person interviews with the top 5 competitors from both 

divisions (intermediate and senior). 

Cattle Transfers:  

• Cattle that are exhibited at a JBBA approved show, and are sold 

shortly after to another exhibitor, may not have a date of sale pre-

dating the animals last show day otherwise risk forfeiture of all 

winnings. If the purchasing exhibitor is showing the animal at its first 

JBBA approved show, the animal must be owned within the 

appropriate date of ownership window, or risk being disqualified 

from the show. Under no circumstances shall ownership records be 

backdated to any date prior to the conclusion of the exhibition at 

which the current owner(s) at exhibition demonstrated full 

ownership. 

Premier Exhibitor: 

• Tiebreaker 1 – Number of Placing Animals: The exhibitor with fewer 

animals required to accumulate the tied point total will be ranked 



higher. Example: Exhibitor A earns 100 points with 3 placing animals, 

while Exhibitor B earns 100 points with 4 placing animals. Exhibitor A 

will be ranked higher. 

• Tiebreaker 2 – Placing Percentage: If still tied, the exhibitor’s placing 

percentage will be considered. This is calculated as the number of 

animals that placed divided by the total number of animals 

exhibited. Example: Exhibitor A shows 4 animals, with 3 placing (75%). 

Exhibitor B shows 4 animals, with 2 placing (50%). Exhibitor A will be 

ranked higher. 

 


